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March 17. 2017

Trooper Phillip Payne

Florida Highway Patrol-Troop G
7322 Normandy Boulevard
Jacksonville. Florida 322035

Dear Trooper Payne:

Congratulations for being selected as the Florida Highway Patrol Trooper of the Month
for January 2017 for your actions during a single month.

On January 11, 2017. while you were working an enforcement detail in Saint Augustine,
you were monitoring the local Police Department radio and heard there could be a possible
suicide attempt at the top of the State Road 312 and Inter Coastal Waterway Bridge. Since you
were in the vicinity. you were able to respond in less than a minute.

Upon your arrival. you noticed a man straddling the concrete barrier wall. You verbally
engaged the suspect while walking towards him. The suspect responded to you, but you acted as
if you could not hear the suspect because of the traffic in hopes the suspect would get off the
wall. which worked. The suspect walked towards you and you began to talk to the suspect. The
suspect confided in you that he wanted to kill himself by jumping off the bridge and had
previously attempted suicide. You assured him that everything would be okay and had the
suspect transported to the hospital under a Baker Act.

You are commended lor your actions during this incident and your demonstrated
commitment to the residents of the State of Florida.

Sincerely.

Coloriel Gene Spaulding
Director
Florida Highway Patrol
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March 31. 2017

Trooper Jeffery Sudlow

Florida Highway Patrol-Troop C
11305 N. McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33612

Dear Trooper Sudlow:

Congratulations for being selected as a co-recipient for the Florida Highway Patrol
Trooper of the Month for February 2017 for your actions during a single month.

While you and Trooper Mick Whitsel were patrolling, a pursuit began after a suspect that
had carjacked his own mother’s vehicle with an infant in the backseat. The pursuit covered three
counties and involved multiple agencies. As the pursuit entered Citrus County, you drove to the
pursuit while Trooper Whitsel stayed in front of it. You were able to relay a current location to
Trooper Whitsel so he could position himself ahead of the suspect. As the suspect approached
Trooper Whitsel, he lost control of the vehicle and spun out into a ditch, allowing the other
vehicles to surround the suspect and stop the pursuit. The infant in the vehicle was returned to its
mother unharmed.

You and Trooper Whitsel displayed great dedication to the safety of the public while
assisting multiple agencies with the capture of the suspect. Had the two of you not worked
together to end this pursuit, the outcome could have been different for the infant and everyone
else involved.

You are commended for your quick and creative thinking during this incident and your
demonstrated commitment to the residents of the State of Florida.

Director
Florida Highway Patrol
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May 15,2017

Trooper Jean Torres

Florida Highway Patrol-Troop E
1011 Northwest 111 Avenue
Miami. Florida 33172

Dear Trooper Torres:

Congratulations for being selected as a co-recipient for the Florida Highway Patrol
Trooper of the Month for March 2017 for your actions during a single month.

At 9:30 a.m. on Friday, March 17, 2017, while you, Trooper Llanio and Trooper
Rodriguez were conducting a speed enforcement detail on State Road 836, Trooper Carlos
Rosario-Flores was struck by a vehicle. Without hesitation, you along with Trooper Rodriguez
and Trooper Torres started providing critical lifesaving first aid to Trooper Rosario-Flores since
he had sustained serious life-threatening injuries as a result of the crash.

You. Trooper Llanio and Trooper Rodriguez were instrumental in immediately notifying
the Miami Regional Communication Center of the seriousness of the incident and relaying
specific information for responding Miami-Dade Fire Rescue ground personnel and their Air
Rescue helicopter. The assistance you all rendered to Trooper Rosario-Flores and the
information you relayed to the pilot expedited his flight to the Trauma Center.

All three of you are to be commended for your heroism and professionalism in the face of
a highly traumatic event involving a fellow trooper. Because of all of your actions. it saved
crucial time that contributed greatly to Trooper Rosario-Flores survival,

Sincergly

olonel Gene ulding
Director
Florida Highway Patrol
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